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An edge in
business

Scott Gooch
apprenticed in
knife sharpening
with his aunt and
uncle in Alaska
and now sharpens
knives for
Southern Dunes
Chef James Porch,

among others.

Entrepreneur has city’s only mobile tool sharpening

By Erin Roman

colt Gooch knows one thing for

sure — his blades make clean cuts.

Gooch owns Sharp ‘N It,

Maricopa’s only mobile muiti-tool
sharpening business.

“We sharpen anything that requires
any type of edge,” Gooch says.

He has a specialized whoel made
specifically for him that enables him to
sharpen anything from kitchen knives to
lawn mower blades.

Goaoch, 42, started his business about
five years ago, but turned it into an LLC in
the past year.

“We're really coming out of our shell
this year” he says, "Before it was just a

28 InMaricopa.com | Vol. 8 fvee 1

hobby”

Gooch previously kept his equipment
in 2 trailer he pulled with his truck, but he
just moved into a new and bigger trailer
to allow him to sell knives out of the back
and keep his sharpening equipment in the
front

“We've pretty much taken all the
money 1've carned and turned it back into
the business so we can have a better shop,
better equipment and stuff that doesn’t get
ruined as fast)” he says,

His primary goal for 2013 is to educate
people about sharpening.

“A lot of people use tools that are dull
and it makes their job four times harder”

he says. “When you have a sharper item,
it makes your job so much casier and so
mauch smoother, that you might take joy in
doing your yard or cooking or whatever it
is that you do”

However, he says people need to be
careful with sharp tools, He had one client
cut her finger off while using a freshly
sharpened machete to cut down a cactus.

“The doctor said the cut was so cean
that he was able to sew the nerve back to-
gether, Gooch says, “If it wasn't sharp and
she did that, she probably would have lost
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her finger forever”

In the 30 years he's been sharpening,
Gooch says he has only hurt himsalf twice.

James Porch, the chef at Southern
Dunes Golf Clubs Grille 109 restaurant,
says he has used Sharp “N' It for his knives
for more than a year.

“Scott Is very precise in what he does,”
Porch says. "He's like a crafisman In his
ficld and [ totally respect that”

Porch says he has tried other sharpeners
in the Valley, but Sharp ‘N’ It is one of the
best.

Gooch says clients save moncy by hav-
ing their tools sharpencd instead of throw-
ing dull blades cut and buying new ones.

He charges $3 to sharpen any size
kitchen knife and $4 to balance and
sharpen a lawn mower blade.

Gooch's wife, Kindra, says she didnt
even know sharpening was a thing until
she met her husband and encouraged him
to kick the business into gear.

She handies the paperwork and
advertising, while her husband does the
sharpening.

“Wehave businesscards now and fliers)”
Kindra Gooch says. “We're wrapping our
tratler with new and improved logos”

She says she has mailed fliers to
landscapers o cducate them on the
importance of having sharp blades.

“They can give their clients a better
service,” she says, “Once we educate them,
they seem to return to have thelr tools
sharpened”

Scott Gooch says cutting a tree or bush
with a2 sharper tool also makes it grow
better.

His aunt and uncle owned a knife store
when he was a kid, which is where he first
learned to sharpen. When he was 19, he
went back to Alaska for four years to work
for them unti! he began a 16-year carcer at
Home Depol.

“My uncle told me °I taught you this
stuff, why don't you run a shop,”™ he says.

Sharp ‘N’ It
480.284.9651
Scon@SharpNit.net
SharpiNit net
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« Auto accident or work
related injury? We will work
directly with your attorney
orinsurance to secure the
care you deserve.

« Medicare & mostinsurance
accepted

« Affordable plans for
uninsured patients

Joda Phasn, DC
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Central Arizona Breast Center

Iimaging Cenler

A comprehensive center offering
women exactly what they need to
maintain optimal breast health,
Services Include:
+ Digital Screening Mammograms HWW
+ Digital Dlagnoehc Mammograms coordination of care
+ Bone Densitometry (DEXA) for patients requiring
+ Breast Ultrasound addional testing o
+ Breast MRI surgical referrals due
+ Breast Biopsy including 10 SuSEiCious resuits.
¢ Stereotactic Biopsy Request
o Ultrasound Guided Biopsy Oqfo
o Needle Localization ua "x'
Call (520) 3816700 to schedude an appointment ARUCNAN
Physician orders may be faxed to (520) 3816035 referral!

Funding is available for screening mammograms for 1828 E. Florence Bivd.
unmnsured and undennsured women throush agrant — Bidg B Suite 128

.Call 520) 381-6744 foe more knformation.
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